Guidance notes

The 2026-27 Co-Ownership Community Fund is a grants programme with an overall budget of £20,000 to be awarded.  The project or projects funded should start in that financial year. 

This year, the fund seeks to fund a project or projects which will:

· Regenerate, rebuild, and revitalise neighbourhoods and communities.
· Support disabled people. 
· Encourage energy efficiency, biodiversity, sustainability or the circular economy. 
Please note, funding is only open to constituted organisations.  

The entire fund may be awarded to a single organisation for a single project or divided across several organisations and projects. 

We are keen to encourage innovation and welcome new ideas that positively impact participants and the wider community. 

We welcome projects from right across Northern Ireland.

Co-Ownership may work with successful projects on promotional coverage for its funding.

Co-Ownership will convene a panel to consider applications. 

We will assess the merits of the projects against the criteria overleaf.  Priority will be given to grass roots and/or volunteer led organisations.  Projects should be inclusive and aligned with our values. 





	Criteria 

	Guidance note 

	A clear and identified need


	You should clearly define how the need for your project has been identified 

	Organisation is grass roots and/or volunteer led
	Provide some details on your volunteers, (numbers, hours)


	A clear plan for measuring social impact


	You should explain how you will assess the impact of your project and measure success


	Participants have helped to plan the project

	Impactful projects tend to have strong engagement from participants so you should explain how you consulted relevant groups to plan your project


	The project uses some existing resources or match funding 


	We recognise that the funding environment for community groups is challenging but we are keen to maximise value for money from the projects we support.  Therefore, we are not looking to underwrite ongoing staff or premises costs.  You should explain how you have utilized any existing funds or resources to support the project


	Well planned 
	You should have a clear project plan in place with timelines and responsibilities well defined


	A lasting impact on the lives of communities or individuals 

	Clearly explain any lasting impact the project will have on participants and the wider community








Closing date: Friday 29 May 2026 at 5.00pm

